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For the love of...
It’s a time of year when we
appreciate the wonders of nature.
Whose heart is not uplifted by
cherry blossom, the first rosebuds
and crops maturing in the fields?
Yet, literally all we love is facing the
climate threat. Three recent reports
from the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change have warned of
“severe, pervasive and irreversible
impacts” if action to reduce carbon
emissions is not scaled up. Despite
this, the response of the
international community – including
the mainstream Churches - has
been disappointingly passive.
Columban missionaries said at their
international climate conference in
2007 that, “the endangered Earth
demands a new prophetic way of
being missionaries”, and since then
have focused on climate change as
a JPIC priority. We need a global
solidarity, where all people and
countries realise that we must
reduce carbon emissions and give
today’s people and future
generations every opportunity for
enjoying fulfilling lives. Columbans in
the Philippines have for three
consecutive years seen the
devastating effects that exceptionally
powerful typhoons have had on
communities there. Columbans in
Fiji report coastal erosion and
flooding, and in Chile there are
concerns over water because
source glaciers in the Andes are
melting.
In Britain we have seen many
positive initiatives, such as more
parishes signing up to the
Livesimply Parish Award, schools
becoming eco-schools and Christian
Ecology Link’s Joy in Enough
initiative. We have also seen non-

violent direct actions for a
sustainable future. We congratulate
our anti-fracking activist friends for
being cleared recently of obstructing
a public highway after peaceful
protests at the Balcombe fracking
site last year.
On 14 April, Columban JPIC and lay
missionaries joined Pax Christi to
support the 2014 Global Day of
Action on Military Spending by
visiting government departments in
Whitehall. We urged that military
spending be shifted towards social
and environmental needs. I was
privileged to hand in a mock cheque
for £38 billion – the sum the UK
plans to spend on its military in
2014/15 - to the Department of
Energy and Climate Change, urging
that ‘military’ money be diverted to
addressing climate impacts and
flood defences. We asked that the
proposed expenditure of £100 billion
on Britain’s Trident nuclear weapons
be halted. Global spending on both
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mitigation – reducing carbon
emissions – and adaptation to
climate change stands at only about
$364 billion a year, a small fraction
of the total global military spend.
Climate change carries within itself a
question of justice. We know who
the biggest greenhouse gas emitters
are and who needs to act. We know
that the poorest communities suffer
the worst impacts. And for us it is
also a matter of spiritual journey. It
is out of deep ethical and spiritual
beliefs that we want to see the world
become a better place for all. We are
convinced that the climate issue
and the injustice it reveals between
rich and poor must also be
imprinted on our world view. It calls
us to meet the challenges we face,
and hold to an ethical conviction
based on sharing one world and
one humanity. Together we can
change to a pursuit of development
that leads to a more just,
sustainable and equitable world.
On 7 April the new Climate Coalition
– which includes Columban JPIC –
was launched. Its theme is that
climate change is affecting much
that each of us loves. See
www.theclimatecoalition.org. There
is an unfinished sentence which
reads, ‘For the love of …….. let’s
tackle climate change’. Fill in your
own words.
Ellen Teague

Collaborating with the National Justice and Peace Network of England and Wales & Justice and Peace Scotland

Spirituality
Pope FFrancis’
rancis’ Vision ffor
or the Chur
Churcch
Brian Davies, Birmingham J and P Commission

The Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii
Gaudium, Nov 2013) is presented as
an ‘Apostolic Exhortation’. Pope
Francis speaks with warmth and
passion and, most importantly, he
constantly endorses Vatican II. He
restores key concepts like ‘People of
God’, ‘Kingdom’, ‘Local Church’,
‘Collegiality’, ‘Signs of the times’ and
‘Option for the poor’. Three themes
permeate this inspirational
document which seems particularly
relevant for J&P people.
A more missionary Church
“I dream of a ‘missionary option’,
capable of transforming everything,
so that the church’s customs, ways
of doing things, times and
schedules, language and structures
can be suitably channelled for the
evangelisation of today’s world,
rather than for her selfpreservation.” He cautions against
“ostentatious preoccupation” with
liturgy and doctrine as opposed to
ensuring that the Gospel has “a real
impact” on people and engages “the
concrete needs of the present time”.
Pope Francis makes himself very
clear: “I prefer a Church which is
bruised, hurting and dirty because
it has been out on the streets,
rather than a Church which is
unhealthy from being confined and
from clinging to its own security. My
hope is that we will be moved by the
fear of remaining shut up within
structures which give us a false
sense of security, within rules which
make us harsh judges, within habits
which make us feel safe, while at
our door people are starving and
Jesus does not tire of saying to us,
Give them something to eat (Mk 6:37).”
A Church with courage to
change
Francis hopes, “that all communities
will devote the necessary effort to
advancing along the path of a
pastoral and missionary conversion
which cannot leave things as they
presently are”. Francis even calls for
a “conversion of the papacy”. He
says “it is not advisable for the Pope
to take the place of local bishops in
the discernment of every issue
which arises in their territory. In this
sense, I am conscious of the need
to promote a sound
decentralisation”. He suggests that

Francis is quite explicit about the
unjust systems that are responsible.
He says:

Bishops’ Conferences be given “a
juridical status .... including genuine
doctrinal authority”. He feels, “it is
up to the Christian communities to
analyse with objectivity the situation
which is proper to their own
country”. He quotes not only from
Vatican II but also from CELAM and
from various Bishops’ Conferences.

• No to an economy of
exclusion and inequality!
“Today everything comes under the
laws of competition & the survival of
the fittest, where the powerful feed
upon the powerless. Human beings
are treated as ‘consumer goods to
be used and then discarded’ in a
‘throw away’ culture.”

The Roman Curia should be at their
service not vice versa. He calls for
collaborative leadership, saying
bishops and pastors must
encourage, “the means of
participation proposed in Canon Law
and other forms of pastoral
dialogue, out of a desire to listen to
everyone and not simply to those
who would tell him what he would
like to hear”. He wants people to be
given an opportunity to be “bold and
creative”. At times the bishop
should lead, but at other times he
should walk behind so the faithful
can “strike out on new paths”. Lay
people are the vast majority of the
People of God.

• No to the idolatry of money!
“The dictatorship of an impersonal
economy lacks a truly human
purpose. While the earnings of a
minority are growing exponentially,
so too is the gap separating the
majority from the prosperity enjoyed
by those happy few.”

The minority – ordained ministers –
are at their service. There has been
a growing awareness of the identity
and mission of the laity in the
Church... “but often the laity have
not been given the formation
needed to take on important
responsibilities. In others, it is
because in their particular Churches
room has not been made for them to
speak and to act, due to an
excessive clericalism which keeps
them away from decision making”.
A Church on the side of the
poor
“There can be no room for doubt or
for explanations which weaken so
clear a message. Today and always
the poor are the privileged recipients
of the Gospel; and the fact that it is
freely preached to them is a sign of
the kingdom that Jesus came to
establish. We have to state, without
mincing words, that there is an
inseparable bond between our faith
and the poor. May we never
abandon them.” He constantly
returns to the same theme. “That is
why I want a poor Church for the
poor … to put them at the centre of
the Church’s pilgrim way. We are
called to find Christ in them, and to
lend our voice to their causes.”
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• No to a financial system
which rules rather than serves!
He exhorts politicians and the rich
“to generous solidarity” with the
poor and to promote an ethical
economic system.
• No to the inequality which
spawns violence!
He calls on the church to oppose
spreading income inequality and
unemployment, as well as to
advocate stronger environmental
protection and oppose armed
conflict. “Unbridled consumerism,
combined with inequality, proves
doubly damaging to the social
fabric. Inequality eventually
engenders a violence which
recourse to arms cannot and never
will be able to resolve.”
When Jesus says, “You yourselves
give them something to eat.” (Mk
6:37), Francis explains, “it means
working to eliminate the structural
causes of poverty and to promote
the integral development of the
poor”. He calls for solidarity with the
poor which “must be lived as the
decision to restore to the poor what
belongs to them” and be open to
“structural transformations”. He
reaffirms the ‘preferential option for
the poor’ and stresses that “none of
us can think we are exempt from
concern for the poor and for social
justice”. Pope Francis teaches that
“the dignity of the human person
and the common good rank higher
than the comfort of those who
refuse to renounce their privileges”.
Full text on www.columbans.co.uk

Columban Education
Short-term group visits overseas:

Playgrounds for the rich or a real chance to learn?
James TTre
re
wb
rewb
wbyy
During a recent session with a
confirmation group, one young lady
told me that in the future she hopes
to take part in a sixth-form trip “to a
country like Africa and help, by
building a school”. While her desire
to serve others should be
celebrated, statements like this set
alarm bells ringing. There are
various things which need critical
exploration – Africa being a
continent not a country, the chance
to consider the roles of justice and
charity, the assumption that her
building skills are required. In this
article I’d like to concentrate on the
growing phenomenon of groups from
the UK travelling to developing
countries to ‘do’ things.
These are getting more and more
popular - many schools, colleges,
church groups and universities
organise groups to take part in
activities such as building, working
with children or ecological projects.
The government has invested in a
similar approach through its
International Citizenship Service.
Generally speaking, such groups are
made up of people aged between 16
and 20-something and last for two
to four weeks.
Criticisms and questions
These trips, while undoubtedly
rooted in good intentions, have
received criticism. There are a
variety of questions about the cost.
If the intention is to ‘help’, couldn’t
the money simply be given and do
more good? What about the
environmental cost of all the flying
involved? What cost is there for the
communities who host the visiting
groups – do they benefit enough
from the experience to make it
worthwhile to them?
The argument in favour is that visits
like this offer an incredible learning
opportunity. Participants get a
firsthand experience of another
culture, opening their eyes to the
world outside of their usual
experience. This might include
learning about poverty and injustice,
widening their understanding of
faith in action or about other
cultures and religions. But such
high quality learning cannot be

assumed. Research has suggested
that some visits do nothing but reconfirm preconceptions. Some
young people return feeling that they
have now ‘done their bit’ – and
there’s therefore no reason to let
their experience overseas influence
their life at home. Others just use
the developing world as a chance to
stretch their wings, have some fun
and develop their CVs, perhaps
while ‘playing’ at being a missionary
or development worker.
Encouraging real learning
For me, as a Justice and Peace
Education Worker, these trips are
only justifiable if there’s real
learning leading to an ongoing
commitment. I’m not saying that
every returnee needs to become a
Columban Missionary or work for an
NGO, but I want to encourage wellplanned educational experiences.
Previously, coordinating the
Salesians’ overseas volunteering
organisation
(www.boscovolunteeraction.co.uk),
I saw that visits can be valuable
ingredients for learning – so many
returned volunteers are now
engaged with justice and peace
issues.
So what can leaders do to ensure
learning takes place? We in the
Columbans are looking at this from
two angles. In the near future we
intend to run our own short term
mission exposure trips to visit
Columban works around the world.
But we also want to help existing
groups, supporting them in planning
a wider ‘scheme of work’ which
incorporates preparation, the time
overseas and follow-up.
Beforehand:
·
Exploration of motivations for
participation, including
misconceptions about who the
main beneficiaries of the
experience will be.
·
Thinking about where and
how participants have developed
their perceptions of poverty,
charity and injustice, and critically
engaging with these.
·
Considering how they will tell
others about their experience,
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including the images and
language.
·
Helping participants see
themselves as learners – and
understanding what this
commitment entails before,
during and after the experience.
While away:
·
Activities which frame
participants as learners (rather
than teachers or ‘doers’), such
as through cooking or language
lessons.
·
Time for reflection.
·
Exposure to multiple
perspectives, for example visiting
an expensive hotel as well as a
project for orphans – and
listening to a range of voices and
opinions at both.
·
Encouraging personal
encounters, being particularly
careful to give participants
chances to relate to people
outside of their home-nation
group. Possible ways to do this
include home stays and spending
time with a similarly-aged local
group.
After return:
·
Time for individual and
group reflection.
·
Helping participants to
identify what they have learned
through the experience (about
themselves, about their own
culture, about another culture,
about poverty, etc.).
·
Explicitly challenging
participants to make commitments
in response to their trip (which
may include but should not be
limited to fundraising).
·
Animating, supporting and
celebrating participants’ ongoing
engagement with related issues.
Recently I have been piloting
preparation materials with a group of
young people at Loreto College in
Manchester who are soon to visit
communities in India. Feedback
from staff and students suggests
that they have found our time
together useful. I’m keen to do more
along these lines, particularly
supporting leaders in planning and
preparing visits, and helping
returnees to reflect on their
experiences. 
If you would like any more
information about this please
contact me at
education@columbans.co.uk
education@columbans.co.uk..

International
Voices of R
esistance
Resistance
Paul Donovan

A Catholic journalist reports on communities resisting
destructive large-scale mining.

,

Benny Wenda of the Free West Papua campaign is in the centre.

Community representatives from
across the world have told how
mining giant Rio Tinto is practising a
21st century form of colonialism.
They were speaking on 10 April in
London at an event ‘Rio Tinto Voices of Resistance’, in advance of
Rio Tinto’s AGM on 15 April.
Addressing a forum organised by
the London Mining Network (which
includes Columban JPIC), Partizans
and Down to Earth at Amnesty
International’s London Office, they
told how the company practises a
divide and rule policy towards
governments, workers and citizens.
QIT Minerals Madagascar is 80%
owned by Rio Tinto and 20% by the
government. The mining operations
have caused pollution of the air and
rivers. “When Rio Tinto came to
Madagascar they presented
themselves as a big corporation that
would bring development to the
country, but we have lost our homes
and have to go elsewhere,” said
Perle Zafinandro of community
organisation Fagnomba in
Madagascar. “Before they came to
Madagascar Rio Tinto bought out
the political powers” said Perle, “and
if Madagascans don’t agree with the
activities of Rio Tinto, the authorities
act to protect Rio Tinto.”
The fight back though has gained
strength over the last four years,

with indigenous peoples organising
barricades around the mining
operations. These activities began in
October 2010 with a few people, but
now around 8,000 people take part.
“We’re in the 21st century, it is no
longer acceptable to have
colonisation, yet that is what we
have in another form in
Madagascar,” said Perle.
Roger Featherstone from the Arizona
Mining Reform Coalition told how
Resolution Copper, controlled by Rio
Tinto, with fellow multinational BHP
Billiton as a minority shareholder,
plans to develop a ‘block cave’
copper mine, taking out a cubic mile
of soil from beneath the surface of a
Native American sacred site, then
dumping it elsewhere - rather than
infilling the space - in order to save
money. The project is strongly
opposed by Native Americans and
many others. “They’ve used every
dirty trick in the book, bought
everyone who is for sale,” said
Roger, who told how community
organisations have been resisting
the company on the ground and in
the legislative assemblies.
Benny Wenda of the Free West
Papua campaign complained of
collusion between the Indonesian
rulers of West Papua and Rio Tinto.
“This company is operating in the
middle of a genocide,” said Benny,
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who told how the West Papuans are
unable to speak out. “There is
intimidation of my people and
destruction of the environment.”
Benny led the audience in singing a
West Papuan song of love for the
Earth and mourning destruction.
Marta Conde of Autonomos of the
University of Barcelona told of Rio
Tinto operations in Namibia, where it
operates the Rossing uranium mine.
Marta’s research found that working
in the uranium mine had a
detrimental effect on workers’
health. Out of 44 workers 39 people
complained of health problems.
“They were not informed about the
health conditions and didn’t know if
they had been exposed to radiation
or not,” said Marta. Workers were
found to be contracting TB, lung
infections and cancer. Many would
retire and die shortly afterwards.
“Uranium mining companies deny
that workers get sick because of
exposure to radiation,” said Marta.
Analysis of both the rock dump and
tailings coming from the mines
indicates water contamination, with
increases in fluoride, arsenic and
zinc. The tailings have resulted in
high concentrations of uranium
downstream of the tailings dam. “We
are demanding that Rossing should
allow independent specialists to
have access to the mining facilities
in order to carry out independent
monitoring of the mine,” said Marta.
Evidence of the growing grassroots
backlash against Rio Tinto came
from Adam Lee of IndustriALL, the
global mining union. “A lot of our
members are employed by Rio Tinto
and want to see it treat workers
better,” said Adam. He told how the
company has a reputation for
picking fights with trade unions, and
the unions want a global campaign
to confront Rio Tinto in each country
where it operates. They intend to
resist Rio Tinto’s efforts to keep
negotations separate to each
country, effectively using divide and
rule tactics. “They also want to
divide labour from civil society,” said
Adam, who indicated this sometimes
amounted to getting workers to line
up against environmental groups.
Rio Tinto “is not a socially
responsible company at the
moment” said Adam. 
See the London Mining
Network website at
www.londonminingnetwork.org.

A Steady State Economy
Dan O’Neill
Dr Dan O’Neill, Chief Economist at the Centre for the
Advancement of the Steady State Economy (SSE), spoke at
Christian Ecology Link’s recent ‘Joy in Enough’ Conference.
Consider the concepts of more and
enough. More is certainly a good
thing if you don’t have enough. If
you can’t find enough to eat, then
more food is better. But, when you
do have enough, eating more food
leads to obesity. The same logic
applies to the economy. There are
three basic reasons why we might
question the continued pursuit of
ecomomic growth:
> Growth is not sustainable
The first is environmental. A 2009
study attempted to define the “safe
operating space” for humanity of the
planet. The authors identified nine
planetary boundaries related to key
earth-system processes Of these
boundaries, they found that we are
currently exceeding three of them:
climate change, biodiversity loss,
and the nitrogen cycle.
> Growth is not desirable
The second reason is social.
Surveys of happiness and life
satisfaction tells us that over time
for countries like the US or UK,
although GDP per capita has more
than tripled since 1950, people have
not become happier. It does increase
with income, but only up to a point.
> Growth is not realistic
The third reason is practical. In the
long term, economic growth is the
exception in world history, not the
norm. The era of high growth rates
only lasted for about 25 years in
today’s wealthy nations, from the
end of WWII until the mid-70s.
Growth rates are in decline in most
industrialised countries.
Steady State Economy (SSE)
Wealthy nations need to stop
chasing growth, and work on
establishing a SSE economy. Such
an economy would have four
important characteristics:
> Sustainable scale. Energy and
material flows are stabilised and
kept within ecological limits.
> Fair distribution
We need to ensure that the gap
between the rich and poor is not too

great. There are strong social and
environmental arguments. High
levels of inequality lead to unhealthy
status competition, and therefore to
increased material consumption
> Efficient allocation
Allocation of resources among
competing interests is the focus of
conventional economics. There is
still a role for markets, but
recognising where markets work,
and where they don’t, and using
markets only where appropriate.
> High quality of life
To achieve this we need to shift our
focus away from GDP, and towards
the things that really matter to
people, like health, happiness,
leisure time, and community
How do we achieve a SSE?
In 2010 we held a conference in
Leeds to answer this question. Over
250 economists, scientists,
business leaders, and NGO
members contributed. The result
was a report called Enough Is
Enough, which Rob Dietz and I
expanded into a book, and then a
short film. The following are six
ideas in ‘Enough is Enough’
> Limit resource use
Currently there are few controls on
use of resources and emission of
pollutants. In a SSE we need such
controls - impose strict caps on the
use of key resources (fossil fuels,
forests, fisheries) as well as on the
emission of pollutants such as CO2.
Once we’ve set these caps,
economic instruments will ensure
that the caps are met.

> L imit inequality
74% of Brits support the idea of a
guaranteed minimum income for all
people. A maximum income might
be more controversial, but surely
less controversial than top CEOs
making over 260 times what their
lowest paid employees do.
> Reduce working hours
We could use the benefits of
technological progress to shorten
the working day, week, and year.
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> Reform the monetary system
Most money is created by private
banks in the form of debt. For the
system to function, the level of debt
has to continually increase. This
drives inflation, increases resource
use, and causes the system to
crash periodically when the debt
can’t be paid back. In a SSE we’d
still have banks, but they’d only be
allowed to act as intermediaries and
loan existing money.
> Rethink the way businesses
create value
Currently, the dominant type of
business organisation is the
shareholder-owned corporation. In
a SSE businesses must expand
their conception of value, to move
beyond just generating financial
returns, but also environmental and
social returns. Many firms ,
generally referred to as social
enterprises, are already doing this.
> Change the way we measure
progress
Currently, we rely on GDP, which
doesn’t distinguish between
beneficial and harmful economic
activity. We should replace GDP with
measures of human well-being
which we want to increase - such as
health, happiness, employment, and
equality. And measures of resource
use, which we want to reduce and
keep within ecological limits.
What about the culture of
consumerism?
We live in a society that values
consuming over doing, being, or
connecting. Yet, what makes us
happy is to connect with others, to
be physically active, to take notice of
what’s happening in the world, to
keep learning, and to give. This is
the alternative to consumer culture.
Conclusion
At the moment we make decisions
based on whether they are good for
growth or good for productivity, not
whether they are good for people or
the planet. We have forgotten that
growth is just one means to an end,
not an end in itself. Once we let go
of our obsession with GDP, we can
focus on what really matters – the
health of our societies and the
environmental systems that contain
them. Imagine an economy founded
on fairness. Imagine an economy
that uses resources wisely. Imagine
taking action to start the transition.
We can discover the joy in enough.

Of course I care about the environment,
but don’t the world’s poorest
have more urgent needs?
Ben Niblett
Ben Nible
tt is TTear
ear
fund’s Head of Cam
paigns.
Niblett
earfund’s
Campaigns.
When I started working for Tearfund
back in 2005, I was surprised to
find climate change was so
important to them. “Of course I care
about the environment and all that,
but…er…don’t the world’s poorest
people have more urgent needs for
you to kick up a fuss about? Or
maybe just something easier?”
I wondered, probably not out
loud. They put me right straight
away.
From then I’ve lost count of how
many times I’ve heard from farmers
around the world that there are
more floods, more droughts, and
they can’t rely on the rain coming at
the right time any more. Tearfund
works through local churches, and
we often hear the same thing from
the church leaders, with stories of
worse harvests and food prices
suddenly rising out of reach of
many – along with more hopeful
stories of churches helping their
communities cope, for example with
flood early warning systems or new
agricultural techniques.
In mid-April the latest report from
the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) set out the
climate challenge. It’s a
monumental piece of work with 279
lead authors, 879 reviewers,
10,000 research references, etc
etc. The scientific consensus is
overwhelming – climate change is
really happening, remarkably
quickly, and is caused by human
activity. It’s a good time for
Christians, politicians, and pretty
much everyone to stop and take
stock.
I spotte d thre e area s fo
forr hope :
First, it’s not too late. There’s still
time to avoid catastrophic levels of
climate change. Two degrees
Celsius is the internationally
accepted limit of how much warmer
we can get and still be able to
handle the damage. So far we’ve
got 0.85 degrees warmer since the
industrial revolution, and if we cut
emissions fast before 2030, we can

keep it to two degrees. Rapidly
reducing the amount of fossil fuel,
we burn, specifically coal and oil, is
the most important part of this. We
don’t need to invent new
technology. If we keep going as we
are, we’re likely to get to between
3.7 and 4.8 degrees warmer by the
end of the century, which would
probably make many places
uninhabitable.
Second, ‘it does not cost the earth
to save the planet’ as one of the
report’s co-chairs put it. We’ll have
to accept slightly slower economic
growth, but it really is slightly –
between 0.04 and 0.14 less than
we would have had, the report
calculates. So poor countries can
continue to develop, and the world
economy as a whole can continue
to grow, if we do it differently from
how we do it now, and start
immediately.
Third, deforestation is slowing
down. Forests absorb greenhouse
gases; cutting them down releases
them again. So this is good news.
It’s particularly good news for
indigenous people who need the
forests to live in.
I really hope this IPCC report being
in the headlines helps churches
understand how urgent this is, and
give a lead.
Reason
Reasonss wh y Christian s
s h o u l d car e abou t climate.
> God commands us to love our
neighbours, and tells us that
means everybody, not just people
like us or people next door. So once
we hear that people who were
finding life hard already are eating
one meal a day - when they used to
have two - as climate change bites,
we want to help. When we discover
that things like flying and burning
coal aren’t the entirely innocent
activities we thought they were but
are accidentally hurting other
people, we want to stop doing them.
That’s not just true of our
neighbours in the Philippines or
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Tanzania, it’s also true in the
Somerset levels or the Thames
valley, as the floods earlier this year
reminded us. My street flooded for
the first time in living memory, and
my children got used to seeing army
lorries bringing us sandbags and
dinghies. We don’t know for sure
our waterlogged winter was caused
by climate change, but we do know
climate change makes floods like
that a lot more likely.
> God loves justice. At the moment,
the people most likely to be
suffering from the changing climate
are the ones who did the least to
cause it. An average Bangladeshi
citizen emits 0.3 tons of carbon
dioxide a year, says the World Bank,
compared to 7.7 for an average UK
citizen (and 17.3 for each American
– I was surprised how pleased I was
to find theirs is so much higher
than ours). But as the sea levels
rise in each ocean, Bangladeshis
are more likely to find their
livelihoods at risk than we are.
That’s extremely unfair. Equally
unfair, but harder to measure, is
the generational justice of people
alive now consuming resources and
increasing emissions in a way that
will affect future generations – if my
five year-old has children, I’d like to
be able to look them in the eye
when I talk about this stuff.
> God tells us to value the world
and remember that we are the
stewards, not the owners. And to
see God’s glory reflected in his
creation. Climate change is an
environmental issue. But I don’t
think we’re used to thinking about
the environment as something
urgent, and the more we continue
to think of climate change as an
environmental issue, the slower
our response will probably be. We
need to remember that it’s a
development issue and a justice
issue as well. If I was an election
candidate, I’d be thinking about
climate and house prices too.
Thre e

planet s

If everyone in the world lived like the
average European, we’d need three
planets to support it all. But we only
have one planet. Christians have no
monopoly on seeing the danger of
that. But long before we heard
about climate change, we did have
have a particular insight that
being greedy is bad for us. ‘Watch

out! Be on your guard against all
kinds of greed; life does not consist
in an abundance of possessions’
warns Jesus in Luke 12:15.
Collectively, if not as individuals,
we’re busily tearing down our barns
and building bigger ones. Christians
are familiar with the idea that having
more stuff doesn’t make us happy –
that we need to have enough, but
after that the satisfaction of more is
fleeting, and we risk being trapped
in a consumerist idolatry where we
put things before people and the
economy directs us more than God
does.
So, I’m optimistic about Christians’
ability to give a lead on climate. We
did it on Fairtrade. I remember the
Fairtrade Mark starting out 20 years
ago with a lone bar of chocolate,
and now we buy £1.8 billion worth
of Fairtrade goods a year and
they’re in the supermarkets. 200
years ago (I don’t remember that)
the churches were the backbone of
the campaign to end the slave trade.
There are a lot of parallels between
the slave trade and climate change.
The UK was the first industrial
nation on earth, and a leading player
in the Atlantic slave trade, but we
were also the first to outlaw the
slave trade and the first to pass a
strong climate law, with the 2008
Climate Act. Others followed suit in
both cases. Both required strong
campaigns, but when ordinary
people spoke out, governments
eventually listened, particularly when
they saw people changing their own
behaviour as well as asking
politicians for action.
The IPCC report sets out the main
things we need to do differently to
avoid major climate damage –
starting with using less electricity

and phasing out fossil fuels from
our energy sector, particularly coal
and oil, with a little bit of leeway to
use gas for longer as it’s less
damaging. The share of low-carbon
electricity needs to rise from 30%
now to 80% of the world’s fuel mix
by 2050. We’ll also need to try and
make carbon capture and storage
work economically for full-scale
power stations.
These are long term decisions and
it’s urgent to start now. We’d better
design our work, consumption and
living patterns to travel less, as while
planes, trains and road vehicles are
getting more efficient, we’re making
more journeys and moving more
freight which more than cancels out
the efficiency gains. And we need to
consume less and be more efficient
with what we do use, to reduce
emissions from industry. Making our
buildings more energy-efficient will
be vital too, as well as being good
news for people struggling to heat
draughty homes.
There’s a great quote from Gus
Speth, a former US presidential
climate advisor, “I used to think that
if we threw enough good science at
the environmental problems, we
could solve them. I was wrong. The
main threats to the environment are
not biodiversity loss, pollution, and
climate change as I once thought.
They are selfishness and greed and
pride. And for that we need a
spiritual and cultural transformation,
something we scientists don’t know
much about.”
But I think this IPCC report proves
him wrong, because the scientists
are showing us the way. I hope our
political leaders listen, and our
churches show them they need to. 

Columban JPIC was represented
at a Christian network meeting in
February, co-hosted by Operation
Noah and Christian Aid. Over 30
organisations looked at ways of
helping the Churches to speak
and take action more clearly and
more urgently in response to
climate change. Ideas were:
1 . De
Devv eloping a clear
clear,,
unified ask of politicians
In the run-up to the General
Election in May 2015 and the EU
elections in May 2014, we
should come together behind
one clear campaign ask, calling
for action from our politicians.
The Hope for the Future
campaign is starting to make
headway on this: http://
www.hftf.org.uk/takeaction
2. Working with the
Churches as investors
The Churches have a
responsibility to steward their
resources fairly, ethically and
sustainably.
3. Campaign to the media to
present a more balanced
position on climate change
The media systematically
misrepresents the level of
consensus around climate
change by giving equal airtime to
climate sceptics and lobbyists,
which creates uncertainty among
the public when the science is
clear. Media outlets to be
monitored.
4. A theology of climate
change (inspired by Jubilee
2000)
The Jubilee 2000 movement
mobilised the grassroots
churches to campaign for social
justice. It had a key theological
principle behind it. What’s the
equivalent for climate change?
The Ash Wednesday Declaration
of Operation Noah is an excellent
starting point. http://
www.operationnoah.org/
ashwednesday-declaration
5. Day of Prayer
There was desire for an
ecumenical drawing together of
people to pray. A day of prayer
and fasting is being proposed to
happen on the first day of every
month, starting in the Autumn.
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Home
No Alt
ernativ
e? Oh Y
es, there is!
Alternativ
ernative?
Yes,
Paul Bodenham

The writer is Chair of Christian Ecology Link.

The organisers of ‘Joy in Enough’, Birmingham, 29 March.

Consumer capitalism prevails and it
tells us ‘there is no alternative’. But
we now know that, driven by growth
and debt, it bears the seeds of its
own destruction. As Dan O’Neill and
other free-thinking economists
show, there is an alternative.
In fact the green shoots of an
‘economy of enough’ can be found
in many places: in the theoretical
models of academics; in small,
value-driven enterprises and nongovernmental organisations; and in
projects of alternative communities.
The New Economics Foundation
(www.neweconomics.org) has been
nurturing a wide range of such
alternatives for nearly 30 years.
They have pioneered:

indicators which tell a truer
story of wellbeing than Gross
Domestic Product;

the Green New Deal which
shows how re-regulation of finance,
coupled with investment in
sustainable energy, can rebuild the
UK economy; and

the campaign against ‘clone
towns’ to prevent big retail
homogenising our high streets.
On the ground, NEF has helped to
set up alternative currencies which
foster the social goods which the
free market counts as nothing, such
as caring, learning and
neighbourliness. Bristol City Council
now accepts payments in the city’s
local currency, the Bristol Pound.
For timebanks, time is the principal

currency: for each ‘hour’ of practical
help they provide to another
member, participants can withdraw
an equivalent amount of time in any
service they require. There are 250
timebanks already in the UK - see
www.timebanking.org.
Many positive solutions are explored
in Joy in Enough. Incentives could
be given to community interest
companies and co-operatives,
structurally designed for wider, more
tangible benefits than shareholder
companies. The tax burden could be
shifted from income to resource
consumption. Employment hours
could be more equitably shared,
with a standard working week of,
say, 28 hours.
One of the greatest signs of hope is
that today’s economics
undergraduates are challenging the
narrow and increasingly abstract
curriculum of economic education.
The banks crashed in 2008 partly
because regulators were unable to
think critically about the emerging
crisis. Manchester students erupted
in protest last year when the
University scrapped a course on
‘Bubbles, Panics and Crashes’
which had been intended to help
them learn from those mistakes. So
they took the matter into their own
hands and set up a ‘Post-Crash
Economics Society’. In Manchester,
there are now hopes that the
university will run a module on
alternative economic theories.
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For now, though, the march of
corporate power continues
unchecked, and negative campaigns
are still required. The proposed
Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership (TTIP) demonstrates this
all too starkly. If you thought the
fight for trade justice was over, think
again. Under TTIP, corporations will
be able to sue governments for
damages if they make public policy
decisions which harm their profits –
for instance regulating food
speculation, or refusing mining
licences on environmental grounds.
TTIP is only one of a clutch of
pernicious emerging agreements
against which the World
Development Movement is currently
campaigning (www.wdm.org.uk).
But with green economics, the game
is changed. If we allow ideas for
social, economic and environmental
justice to meet, they communicate
with each other, make common
cause and form a new vision of
human and ecological flourishing.
Harvard professor David Korten and
Buddhist teacher Joanna Macey
have called it the ‘Great Turning’.
Lifestyle pioneers in towns
worldwide call it ‘Transition’. Jesus
called it ‘the Good News’. In the
drama of the paschal story Jesus
showed how each of us can have a
share in that transformation – if we
have the courage to let the old ways
die. On that ‘if’ hang the prospects
of future generations.
When outrage flared up last year at
the extortionate interest charged by
payday loan companies, the
Archbishop of Canterbury pledged to
“compete Wonga out of existence”
by using the Church of England’s
assets to promote credit unions.
Why stop there? The entire debtgrowth complex can be competed
out of existence if a more inclusive
and compelling story can be told –
and that is what economics rooted
in a theology of creation can offer.
The vision for a green economy,
which we are seeking to build
through Joy in Enough, brings
together a rainbow palette of
innovations. These fragments from
the future add up to far, far more
than the sum of their parts. When
the economy finds its place in God’s
creation, humanity will at last
become Good News for the earth.
www.greenchristian.org.uk
/joy-in-enough

Walking ffor
or P
eace
Peace

Scrap TTrident
rident

In this year that commemorates the 100th anniversary of the First World War,
we are being saturated by the media as they vie to capture our attention to
mark this tragic moment in our history. Thus far it has been encouraging
that the BBCs’ plays and documentaries have focussed on the appalling
effects the war had on families and communities and, rather than glorifying
war, have highlighted the incredible acts of bravery, compassion and simply
love for their fellow human beings that the war brought out in those caught
up in the fighting.

Bruce Kent launched his April
‘Scrap Trident Tour’ with a lively
debate in London on the future of
the UK’s nuclear weapons
programme with Sir Malcolm Rifkind
MP. The meeting was organised by
the Religious of the Assumption, in
collaboration with Pax Christi UK and
CND. Columban JPIC staff attended.

Pax Christi, together with other agencies who work for peace, have prepared
events and created resources to ensure that the 2014-2018
commemorations reflect the need for repentance and forgiveness and lead
to a commitment to future peace making.
With this in mind, the Justice & Peace Commissions from the Dioceses of
Westminster, Southwark, and Brentwood have joined Pax Christi and
or Peace” on Satur
da
organised a “ W alk ffor
Saturda
dayy, 28 June commencing at
10am to mark the great peace-making initiatives of the past 100 years as a
contribution to the First World War centenary commemorations.
Our walk begins at the peace statue of Gandhi in Tavistock Square, and will
take us to the Westminster Abbey statues of the 20th century martyrs,
including Archbishop Romero and through many other sites and memorials,
pausing to learn about the people who have made peace. Our walk will
conclude with song and prayer in the Tibetan Peace Garden at the Imperial
War Museum. Weather permitting, we will enjoy a shared picnic in
Archbishop’s Park, Lambeth around 1.30 – 2.30pm.
Everyone is welcome, especially families and children. It will be possible to
join the walk at various stopping points. For more information and details of
the route please contact Davina Bolt at the Social Justice office in Brentwood.
Telephone: 01277 265234 email: davina@dioceseofbrentwood.org.
P at Gaf
fne
ax Christi
Gaffne
fneyy, P
Pax
Barbara Kentish, Westminster J&P
Terr y Br
o wn, Southw
ar
k J&P
Bro
Southwar
ark
Davina Bolt, Brentwood, Social Justice

Sophie Stanes

‘Peace TTrials
rials thr
ough London’ is a useful booklet by Valerie Flessati.
through
Copies can be obtained from the Pax Christi office: info@paxchristi.org.uk

Sir Malcolm Rifkind, a former
Secretary of State for Defence and
former Foreign Secretary, said he
would like to see an end to nuclear
weapons but he did not favour
unilateral nuclear disarmament. “I
have no difficulty about seeking
disarmament as long as it is
multilateral” he said, meaning that
all nuclear states should disarm, not
just Britain. He felt it significant that
the number of nuclear weapons
globally has reduced from around
60,000 to around 20,000, although
he acknowledged that this number
still has considerable destructive
power.
Bruce Kent, a former General
Secretary of CND and a vicepresident of Pax Christi, took the
view that to spend around £100
billion on replacing Trident, Britain’s
nuclear weapons system, “will
increase our military insecurity”. He
felt spending on Trident is “a
willingness to commit mass murder”
and “takes money away from
addressing the real security threats
Britain faces such as climate
change”. He told of near misses
regarding nuclear accidents,
reminding that the Catholic Church
has condemned nuclear weapons.
“In November 2006 the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and
Wales called for Britain’s nuclear
weapons to be decommissioned” he
said; “in fact, the Christian
Churches are solidly against the
renewal of Trident and I am proud of
that”.
Kent lamented that “the nuclear
powers have no intention whatever
of abolishing nuclear weapons,
despite their rhetoric”.
Pax Christi is urging support of a
lobby of Parliament concerning
Trident on 11 June, hoping that
Trident is an important issue for
voters in the leadup to next year’s
General Election.

Malcolm Rifkind, Bruce Kent and Pat Gaffney (chair)
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NewsNotes
PO
VER
T Y IN BRIT
AIN
POVER
VERT
BRITAIN
“ A DISGRA
CE
DISGRACE
CE””
In April, Cardinal Vincent Nichols,
Archbishop of Westminster, and the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin
Welby, called for poor people to be
recognised for their value as people.
The Cardinal said it was “a
disgrace” that there were people in
Britain living in destitution. Two
months earlier, speaking about the
government’s welfare reforms, he
said the “safety net” for the poorest
families has been “torn apart”.
Meanwhile, a food bank charity
reported it had handed out 913,000
food parcels in the last year, up from
347,000 the year before. The
Trussell Trust, the largest food bank
provider in the UK, said a third were
given to repeat visitors but that
there was a “shocking” 51% rise in
clients to established food banks.
It identified benefit payment delays
as the main cause. However, the
government responded that there
was no evidence of a link between
welfare reforms and the use of food
banks. The Trussell Trust said
benefit payments have been a
particular problem since welfare
changes were introduced just over a
year ago. Some 83% of food banks
reported that benefit sanctions when payments are temporarily
stopped - had resulted in more
people being referred for emergency
food. And more than 30% of visits
were put down to a delay in welfare
payments. The second biggest
reason, given by 20% of food bank
users, was low income. “In the last
year, we’ve seen things get worse,
rather than better, for many people
on low incomes,” said Chris Mould,
chairman of the Trussell Trust.
Just Fair, Oxfam, the Trade Union
Congress and Disability Rights UK,
among others, are urging the
government to draw up a national
strategy on food rights and to stop
further cuts to benefits. The group
has said: “It is our opinion that the
UK has violated the human right to
food and breached international
law. We call on the government to
take immediate action to ensure that
no one in the UK is denied their
most basic right to sufficient and
adequate food.”

Philippine Cardinal thanks
Columbans
Columban missionaries have been
thanked for their missionary work in
the Philippines by Cardinal Luis
Antonio Tagle, Archbishop of Manila.
Speaking in the Columbans’ Manila
house in March he said, “Thanks
for the Columban missionaries who
have allowed themselves to be
vessels of God’s love”. He
acknowledged Columbans involved
with his own faith formation,
receiving support “to develop a
sense of mission, concern for social
justice and care for youth”.
Concern about oceans
The Jesuits of Regis College Catholic
University in Colorado marked the
UN’s World Water Day, 22 March
2014 with a conference on “climate
change, water and human
responsibility”. Science writer
Alanna Mitchell told them that
human-driven changes to the
oceans mean there are fewer fish
near the equator because the water
is too hot. “Fish are fleeing,”
Mitchell said, “for the web of life is
being torn”. She said periodic
drought in the Horn of Africa is
attributable to warming oceans.
Cutting fossil fuel investment
The Church of England General
Synod has debated Climate Change
and investment in Fossil Fuel, and
voted overwhelmingly in favour of a
motion to ensure that investment
policy is aligned with Church policies
on climate change, and to establish
a working group on the environment.
Human trafficking “a crime
against humanity”
Pope Francis has described human
trafficking as “a crime against
humanity” as international police
chiefs and religious figures pledged
at the Vatican to work together to
fight modern-day slavery. At a
conference in April, organised by
the Bishops’ Conference of England
and Wales, Pope Francis met
privately with four women, all former
sex workers and victims of
trafficking.
In Britain, 16 religious congregations
of sisters have formed TRAC Trafficking Awareness-Raising &
Campaigning
(www.traconline.org.uk). The
Medaille Trust runs six safe houses
for ministry to trafficked people
(www.medaille.co.uk).
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Slavery in Britain
The UK government promotes
slavery in its legislation, denying
migrant domestic workers (MDWs)
the right to change employers,
according to Columban Fr Aodh
O’Halpin and Sr Margaret Healy, a St
Louis Sister. The founders of
Kalaayan and Justice for Domestic
Workers point out that when our
current Government withdrew the
rights attached to the domestic
worker visa in 2012, MDWs were
once again tied to their employer
without any rights in the UK. They
say: “The first place to begin to
address the issue of ‘slavery’ for
MDWs is to restore the rights and
protections attached to the previous
domestic worker visa. We are good
at supporting and helping victims
but not good at investing people with
rights and protections
protections.”
Money lenders’ responsibility
Dr Rowan Williams has criticised a
“great deal” of lending by banks
and other institutions for being
unethical, both in UK and globally.
Speaking at a Jubilee Debt Campaign
conference, ‘Life Before Debt’, the
former Archbishop of Canterbury
argued that without policies to
prevent it, the gap between creditors
and debtors gets wider and wider.
“It is no good talking about the
morality of debt without talking
about the creditor’s responsibility.”
Peace award to JRS
The 2014 Pax Christi International
Peace Award has been awarded to
the Jesuit Refugee Service Syria
(JRS Syria), for its “outstanding
dedication” in providing emergency
relief to Syrians over the past three
years, and for promoting peace and
reconciliation among divided
communities. Dutch Jesuit Father
Frans van der Lugt, who lived in the
war-torn Syrian city of Homs, and
was killed on 7 April, 2014, said:
“I don’t see Muslims or Christians.
I see, above all, human beings”.
Anti-Fracking activists cleared
A group of activists, including
Christian Ecology Link trustee and
Operation Noah board member Ruth
Jarman, and Caroline Lucas MP,
were found not guilty at Brighton
Magistrates Court on 17 April, for
taking part in a peaceful protest at
the Balcombe drilling site in August
2013. They used their time in court
to share their reasons for protesting
against fracking.

Action Ideas
C AF
OD’S NEW CLIMA
TE C
AMP
AIGN
AFOD’S
CLIMATE
CAMP
AMPAIGN
Sarah Hagger-Holt
Think of an issue that’s truly global. One that affects everything from the
price of coffee to the survival of species, that shapes the future of our
children and the lives of people struggling to grow crops today, and that links
floods in the UK to droughts in east Africa. Yes, it’s climate change – and it
affects all of us.

Lancaster Faith and Justice joined
a vigil at Heysham Nuclear Power
Station on 8 March to question
safety, including nuclear waste
storage. For ‘Challenging Nuclear
Power’ see:
http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/
global

EXPERIENCING GOD IN
CREA
TION
AT
14 - 1
7 July 20
14
17
201
The Dalgan Summer School 2014 is
organised by the Columban
Ecological Institute, Dalgan Park,
Ireland, under the direction of John
Feehan and Columban Sean
McDonagh. The programme
includes lectures and discussions,
field visits and microscope work,
with a full day’s outing further afield.
The cost, including tuition and bus
hire for the four days, is 250 euros.
If you wish to attend, please send a
non-refundable deposit of 50 euros
to: Elizabeth McArdle,
Columban Ecological Institute,
Dalgan Park, Navan, Co. Meath.
CREA
TION TIME
CREATION
1 September - 4 October
A time across Europe for prayers for
the protection of creation and the
promotion of sustainable lifestyles.
Many churches pick one Sunday
during the season of Creation Time
to focus especially on environmental
themes.
Creation Time Resources:
http://www
.ctbi.org.uk/295
http://www.ctbi.org.uk/295
and
Environment Resource Packs
from A Rocha UK. These are
ecumenical resources for
churches to celebrate their
local area, containing prayers,
bible study materials and
services.
http://www
.ar o ccha.org/gb-en/
ha.org/gb-en/
http://www.ar
resources/resource-parks.html

Climate change hits small-scale farmers first and worst, jeopardising their
lives and livelihoods, and increasing global food insecurity and food prices.
So, for CAFOD, working on this issue is a natural next step from the recent
Hungry for change campaign to tackle the injustices inherent in the global
food system.
Many of you will have campaigned with CAFOD and others on climate change
before. You may have been part of the successful campaign for the groundbreaking UK Climate Change Act, or added your voice to our 50,000-strong
climate justice campaign before 2009’s Copenhagen climate summit or even
painted your face blue and joined in The Wave.
In September 2014, with your help, we will be focusing all our campaigning
energy on climate change again and launching a new climate campaign. In
2015 and beyond we have the opportunity to influence political leaders in
the run-up to a UK election and in negotiations for a new global deal. Th
we’re part of the Climate Coalition, the UK’s largest group of people de
What you can do now:
Join us at one of a series of summer events – ranging from a
pilgrimage to a tour round a wind turbine. Most importantly, you’ll hear
firsthand from Antony Mbandi, director of CAFOD local Church partner
Caritas Kitui in Kenya, about the difference that access to local,
renewable energy is making to clinics, schools and farmers in eastern
Kenya.
Sign up to our regular campaign Action News email for the latest on
the launch of the new campaign at cafod.org.uk/campaign.
Tak
e par
e Coalition action. Upload the name or image of
ake
partt in the Climat
Climate
something you love that will be affected by climate change to
cafod.org.uk/fortheloveof
cafod.org.uk/fortheloveof. It’s a simple, conversation-starter action,
ideal for engaging your friends and family who may not have campaigned
on climate change before. These words and images will be presented to
MPs to demonstrate the strength and breadth of support for action on
climate change.
Would you like a placement
in Palestine and Israel?
Ecumenical Accompaniment
Programme in Palestine and Israel
(EAPPI) is recruiting for
Ecumenical Accompaniers to
serve in the West Bank and/or
Israel in 2015. They are looking
for people to serve for 3 months
or 4.5 months in several teams.
For information and to download
an information pack go to website:
http://www.quaker.org.uk/
applyeappi
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European Elections
22 Ma
14
Mayy 20
201
The Catholic Bishops of Europe
have published a Statement in
view of the upcoming European
elections. They reaffirm their
support for the European project
and encourage all citizens of the
European Union to go to the
polling booths on 22 May. Also to
start engaging, during the run-up
to the election, in constructive
dialogue with their MEPs and
candidates for seats. Bishop
William Kenney, auxiliary in
Birmingham, told a recent J&P
Europe
meeting that probably “Europe
is the most successful peace
project in history”.
For information on the election
issues and policy questions:
www
.ecumenicalv
oices20
14.eu
www.ecumenicalv
.ecumenicalvoices20
oices201

Resources
Enough Is Enough:
Building a Sustainable
Economy in a World of Finite
Resources
by Rob Dietz and Dan O’Neill
A visionary alternative to the
perpetual pursuit of economic
growth - an economy where the goal
is enough, not more. The authors
explore specific strategies to
conserve natural resources, reduce
inequality, fix the financial system,
create jobs, and more — all with the
aim of maximising long-term wellbeing instead of short-term profits.
Filled with fresh ideas and optimism.
ISBN: 9780415820950
A short film ‘Enough is Enough’ is
available at
http://steadystate.org/discover/
enough-is-enough/

Prosperity without Growth:
Economics for a Finite Planet
by Tim Jackson
The author makes a compelling case
against continued economic growth
in developed nations. No one denies
that development is essential for
poorer nations, but in the advanced
economies there is mounting
evidence that ever-increasing
consumption adds little to human
happiness and may even impede it.
More urgently, it is now clear that
the ecosystems that sustain our
economies are collapsing under the
impacts of rising consumption.
Unless we can radically lower the
environmental impact of economic
activity - and there is no evidence to

suggest that we can - we will have to
devise a path to prosperity that does
not rely on continued growth.
ISBN: 9781844078943
Transition Mo
or
Movv ement ffor
Churches: A Prophetic
Im
perativ
e ffor
or TToda
oda
Imperativ
perative
odayy
by Tim Gorringe and Rosie
Beckham
The Transition Town Movement is a
fast growing social movement with
hundreds of local groups, which
aims to prepare communities for the
impact of peak oil and climate
change. Many Christians are
involved already, but this is the first
book to equip local churches to
engage with the movement towards
greater simplicity. It provides
examples of green Church initiatives
and Transition projects, suggestions
of how to incorporate Transition
ideas into worship and pastoral
practice and policy, plus ways to
build bridges and partnerships
between church communities and
Transition communities
ISBN: 9781848255074

scholarly treatise demonstrating how
a construction of values, theological
insights, familiarity with ecological
degradation, and the science of
water are all interconnected and
essential to solving the problem of
sustainable fresh water availability.
This is a must-read book for anyone
concerned about the availability of
fresh water for our common future.
Orbis Books
ISBN: 9781626980563
The Economics of Killing:
How the West Fuels War and
Poverty in the Developing World
By Vijay Mehta
Globalisation has created an
interconnected world but has not
diminished violence,
militarism and inequality. The author
argues that a different world is
possible, based on policies of
disarmament, demilitarisation and
sustainable development.
ISBN: 9780745332246
The FFrancis
rancis FFact
act
or
actor
or,,
A New Departure
by John Littleton and Eamon
Maher
A compilation of articles by
journalists, pastors, and theologians
from the English-speaking world on
Pope Francis’s first year. Francis’s
pastoral programme is based on a
renewed option for the poor, an
unfamiliar reluctance to pass moral
judgments on others, distaste for
legalism, openness to consultation
and a distrust of monolithic
institutions.
ISBN: 9781782181460
USEFUL DOWNLOADS

Just W
at
er: Theology
Wat
ater:
Theology,, Ethics
and the Global Water Crisis
By Christina Z. Peppard
This provocative new book is for
every person who turns on their tap,
and takes a drink of water, without
saying a prayer of thanks! The
author provides a practical and

http://www.jri.org.uk/publications/
sustainability-and-ethics/
See a trailer for the new DVD ‘ConChange’, which
flict and Climate Change’
Columban JPIC helped produce.
Comes with resource book.
http://www.columbans.co.uk/news/
dvd-conflict-and-climate-change/

VOCATION FOR JUSTICE
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Team:
Peter Hughes, Ellen Teague, James Trewby, and David Madden (administrator)
St. Joseph's, Watford Way, Hendon, London NW4 4TY.
Tel: 020 8202 2555. E-mail: JPICSSC@btconnect.com
Website: www.columbans.co.uk f: Columbans UK t: @columbansUK

Vocation for Justice is a publication of the Missionary Society of St. Columban (Maynooth Mission to China)
Reg.Charity No.221594. It is produced three times a year. Names will be added to the mailing list on request.
Price £15.00 for three issues. Subscriptions are requested annually.

12

Printed on paper from sustainable forests

